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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Thursday, October 7th 9.30 – 10.00 Room 101

OPENING and WELCOME REMARKS:




H.E.  Mark H. Gitenstein, U.S. Ambassador;

Professor Victor Ciupina, Rector, Ovidius University;

Mr. Mihai Moroiu, American Program Director, Romanian-U.S. Fulbright Commission;




Professor Adina Ciugureanu, Dean, Faculty of Letters; RAAS President;

Thursday, October 7th 10.00 – 11.00 Room 101

KEYNOTE  LECTURE: Janice A. Radway, Northwestern University, Illinois

Refusing Descent:  Girl Zines, Middle Class Privilege, and Affiliation as Dissent

Chair: Professor Adina Ciugureanu, Ovidius University, Constanta

Thursday, October 7th 11.30 – 13.30 Room 132

Session I A: Descent into Contemporary Literature 

Chair: Teodor Mateoc, University of Oradea

· Teodor Mateoc, University of Oradea

‘I Married a Communist’: Philip Roth’s Other Version of the American Pastoral

· Eduard Vlad, Ovidius University, Constanta
‘The President as Player’ in Philip Roth’s The Plot Against America
· Dana Mihailescu, University of Bucharest

The Struggle between Descent and Dissent in Early Twentieth Century U.S.: 

Anzia Yezierska’s Reconfigurations of Charity in Arrogant Beggar 

· Mihaela Lazar, Ovidius University, Constanta
Of Terrorism and Other Demons: The Psychology of Dissent and Otherness in John Updike’s Terrorist
· Ahmet Ergenc, Kadir Has University, Istanbul, Turkey

The Crisis and Eschatology in Douglas Coupland’s Fiction 

Thursday, October 7th 11.30 – 13.30 Room American Corner
Session I B: American Dissent with History and Political Sciences 

Chair: Mervyn Hagger, the John Lilburse Institute for Constitutional Research, Texas, USA and Eric Gilder, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu
· Gabriel Gherasim, Babes-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca

Introductory Sketch to the Analytic and Pragmatic of American Progressivism

· Estella Ciobanu, Ovidius University, Constanta

Writing Large Race and Religion, Unwriting Descent; or, Still Dissenting to (Descending from?) the Old World in Nineteenth-Century America

· Mervyn Hagger, the John Lilburse Institute for Constitutional Research, Texas, USA and Eric Gilder, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu

A Simple Proposal of “Utopian” Free-Market Activity Derailed Amidst a Dystopia: Texan Don Pierson and the Aborted Freeport Project in Haiti, 1967-1974

Thursday, October 7th 11.30 – 13.30 Room 118

Session I C: Dissent / Descent with Literary Theory and Criticism

Chair: David Jenkins, Plovdiv University, Bulgaria

· David Jenkins, Plovdiv University, Bulgaria

Westering (A Collective Ecologue)

· Iulian Cananau, University of Bucharest

The Function of Dissent in Late Twentieth-Century American Literary Criticism

· Roxana Mihele, Babes-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca

The American Multiculturalism as Counterhistory to the Canonical Rhetoric of Assimilation/Assent

· Cristina Voicu, Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Iasi

Strategies of Postcolonialism: From Describing to Writing the Empire

· Anamaria Schwab, Spiru Haret University, Bucharest

The Ideology of the Aesthetic or the Aesthetic of Ideology? - the Double Bind of Recent American Literary Criticism 
Thursday, October 7th 14.30 – 16.30 Room 132

Session II A: Descent into Contemporary Literature 

Chair: Liliana Hamzea, Transilvania University of Brasov

· Liliana Hamzea, Transilvania University of Brasov

The New Leviathan and the Fictional Form: the Case of Paul Auster
· Gabriela Dumbrava, University of Petrosani

‘Breaking Away From Them Magnolias’. A Postmodern Re – reading of the American South in Robert Olen Butler’s Prose

· Sorina Chiper, Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Iasi

Advertisments of Myself: Exploring Narcissism and the Hipster’s Dissent from the Norm

· Diana Benea, University of Bucharest 
Dissenting from the Narrative of American Exceptionalism: “Bad History” in 

Thomas Pynchon’s Mason & Dixon

· Alina Leonte, Ovidius University, Constanta

“Margins” of Dissent with Donald Barthelme
Thursday, October 7th 14.30 – 16.30 Room American Corner

Session II B: American Dissent with Political and Social Sciences 

Chair: Dan Allen Ratliff, St. Mary’s University, Texas, USA
· Dan Allen Ratliff, St. Mary’s University, Texas, USA
Helping Children in Trouble: Systems of Care at the Intersection of Law Enforcement and Mental Health
· Andrea Borella, University of Turin, Italy

Conterculturals and Utopians: The Old Order Amish Communities Countercultures in the 1960s
· Andrei Dan Sorescu, Faculty of Political Science, University of Bucharest

Unlikely Middle Ages: The (Anti)Utopian Crossroads of Hedonism and Woe?
· Mihaela Serban, Ovidius University, Constanta

The Economic Crisis – an Indirect Result of the Puritan Ideology?

· Mihaela Precup, University of Bucharest 

Zap versus All Those Wimmen: Countercultural Wars in the American Underground Comix Movement
Thursday, October 7th 14.30 – 16.30 Room 118

Session II C: Descent into Comparative Literature

Chair: Rodica Mihaila, University of Bucharest
· Luiza Marinescu, Spiru Haret Univesity, Bucharest
The American Tradition of Descent/Dissent in Romanian Literature of 20th Century: 

From Joshua Slocum to Radu Tudoran

· Clementina Mihailescu, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu 

Paul Goodman’s Poetry: Interferences with Eliade and Buciu
· Oana Strugaru, Stefan cel Mare University of Suceava

The “Beautiful” America. Emigrant Visions

· Lucia Opreanu, Ovidius University, Constanta
The English Literary Canon as a Means of Dissent in Azar Nafisi’s Reading Lolita in Tehran

· Mariana Boeru, Ovidius University, Constanta

Disentangling History(ies). From West to East and Back: Colonizing Journeys in Salman Rushdie’s  Shalimar the Clown
· Alina Buzarna-Tihenea, Ovidius University, Constanta
Experiencing Sexuality: The Politics of Gender Identity in Ian McEwan’s Fiction

Thursday, October 7th 17.00 – 18.30 Room 132

Session III A: Minority Women’s Writing 

Chair: Anca Dobrinescu, Petroleum-Gas University of Ploiesti

· Anca Dobrinescu, Petroleum-Gas University of Ploiesti

Still in Need of a Room of One’s Own

· Veronica Popescu, Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Iasi

Dissent as Path to Self-Knowledge: Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo; or Puro Cuento

· Gabriela Bedreaga, University of Bucharest

The Chinese Tradition of Descent versus the American Tradition of Dissent in 

Amy Tan’s The Hundred Secret Senses and The Kitchen God’s Wife

· Anca Iancu, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu

Places of the Heart: Cultural Identity in Autobiographical Accounts of 

Contemporary Immigrant Women
Thursday, October 7th 17.00 – 18.30 Room American Corner

Session III B: US Universities, a Reflection of US Cultural Values. International Students’ Descent on the US Campus

Chair: Mihaela Arsene, Educational Advising Services, Romanian-US Fulbright Commission

Thursday, October 7th17.00 – 18.30 Room 118
Roundtable: American Icons of Descent / Dissent in Romanian Culture

(presentation of research results – Research Grant PN-II-ID-PCE-802/2009)

Chair: Eduard Vlad, Ovidius University, Constanta
· Adina Ciugureanu, Ovidius University, Constanta

Icons of Descent, Electoral Posters and Quilt Making

· Raluca Petre, Ovidius University, Constanta 
American Media Goods Reception in Romania before and after 1989

· Otilia Pacea, Ovidius University, Constanta 
Private Descent and Public Ascent in the Electronic Discourse of Blogs
· Diana Hornoiu, Ovidius University, Constanta
Iconicity and Polite Routines in the Discourse of Service Encounters in Post-Communist Romania
· Ludmila Martanovschi, Ovidius University, Constanta 
The Transfer of American Dissent to the Minority Discourse in Romania
Friday, October 8th 9.30 – 11.30 Room 132

Session IV A: African American Studies and Descent/Dissent

Chair: Tunde Adeleke, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, USA
· Tunde Adeleke, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, USA
Afrocentrism Challenges Americanism: Black Essentialism as Dissent

· Laviniu Lapadat, University of Craiova 
Ralph Ellison’s Generative Apparatus - Patterns of Relevant Functionality in Invisible Man 
· Amada Iustina Darna, University of Craiova 

The African American Novel after Slavery

· Silvia Osman, Dimitrie Cantemir Christian University, Bucharest
Alice Walker - Claiming Roots 

· Ana-Maria Demetrian, University of Craiova 
Complex Portraits of the Oppressor and the Oppressed in Alice Walker’s Color Purple

Friday, October 8th 9.30 – 11.30 Room American Corner

Session IV B: Descent into the American Past 

Chair: Anca Peiu, University of Bucharest

· Marina Cap-Bun, Ovidius University, Constanta
Edgar Allan Poe’s Alternative Routes into the Inferno

· Anca Peiu, University of Bucharest

To Defy / To Defend: Letters of Dissent / Descent in American Literature 

· Michael Draxlbauer, University of Vienna, Austria
‘New England & Eighteen-hundred-forty-dom’: The Transcendentalists’ Movement 

against the Establishment

· Andreea Mingiuc, Alexandru Ioan Cuza University, Iasi

Mary Rowlandson’s Captivity Narrative – Liminality and Dissent

· Daniela Craciun, Ovidius University, Constanta
‘Écriture Féminine’ and For Whom the Bell Tolls
· Corina Grosu, Ovidius University, Constanta
A Feminist Approach to The Great Gatsby and Tender is the Night
Friday, October 8th 9.30 – 11.30 Room 118

Session IV C: Cultural Studies and Dissent/Descent
Chair: Gul Kocsoy, Firat University, Elazig, Turkey

· Gul Kocsoy, Firat University, Elazig, Turkey

Ecological Spirit as Dissent in Wendell Berry’s Remembering
· Nicoleta Stanca, Ovidius University, Constanta
Descent/ Dissent in Advertizing in America in the 1940s and 1950s

· Eleonora Baca, Ovidius University, Constanta 
Border and Borderless Culture - Global America or American Empire? 

· Alina Popescu, Ovidius University, Constanta

The Declaration of (Inter)Dependence: Facebook. A Case Study

· Jonathan Stillo, City University of New York, Graduate Center and Ionut Rosca, SNSPA
An Uncomfortable Subject: The Romanian Tuberculosis Epidemic 

Friday, October 8th 12.00 – 13.00 Room 101

KEYNOTE  LECTURE: Rodica Mihaila, University of Bucharest

The Tradition of Descent in Recent American Fiction of Dissent

Chair: Eduard Vlad, Ovidius University, Constanta
Friday, October 8th 14.00 – 16.00 Room 132

Session VA: African American Studies and Descent/Dissent

Chair: Emil Sirbulescu, University of Craiova

· Irina Toma, Petroleum-Gas University of Ploiesti
Instances of Descent and/or Dissent in Tony Morrison’s Novel Jazz
· Maria-Magdalena Faurar, University of Craiova 
The Fall from Paradise: Toni Morrison’s Novels or an American Dystopia

· Alexandra-Lavinia Macarov, Ovidius University, Constanta
Hybrid Identities of Coloured Women in Toni Morrison’s Novels

· Adelina Vartolomei, Ovidius University, Constanta

The Descent of the African American Woman in Kara Walker’s Silhouettes and Alice Walker’s Novels

Friday, October 8th 14.00 – 16.00 Room American Corner

Session V B: Dissent with American Religion(s) and  Utopia(s)

Chair: Octavian Roske, University of Bucharest

· Octavian Roske, University of Bucharest
The Philosophy of Dissent: John C. Calhoun and the Southern Identity

· Madalina Lasca and Emanuel Plopeanu, Ovidius University, Constanta
A Queen Conquers America. Some Considerations of the U.S.  Press about the Visit of Queen Marie in America (1928)

· Costel Coroban, Ovidius University Constanta

The Quakers and the Impact of their Dissenting Origins on the Abolitionist Movement: John Woolman and Anthony Benezet (17th-18th centuries)
Friday, October 8th 14.00 – 16.00 Room 118

Session V C: Language Studies and Dissent/Descent

Chair: Camelia Bejan, Ovidius University, Constanta

· Camelia Bejan, Ovidius University, Constanta
Expressions of Emotion in Varieties of American English
· Diana Hornoiu, Ovidius University, Constanta
Dissenting Voices: The Sequential Organization of Closings in Conflict Talk      
· Nicoleta Sava, Ovidius University, Constanta
Ways to Dissent: Contradictory Negation and Its Effects

· Costin Oancea, University of Bucharest
Postcolonial Englishes in America: The Chicano English Dialect

· Emilia Pascu, Ovidius University, Constanta
Aspects of Agreement in Varieties of American English

· Andreea Chiriac, Ovidius University, Constanta
Modal Verbs across Varieties of English
Friday, October 8th 16.30 – 18.00 Room 132
Session VI A: Cinema Studies and Dissent/Descent

Chair: Barbara Nelson, University of Bucharest
· Barbara Nelson, University of Bucharest
Dissent and its Discontents
· Raluca Moldovan, Babes-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca
Into Hell: The Representation of the Holocaust in American Cinema

· Camelia Anghel, The Romanian-American University
Cinematic Representations of Descent/Dissent in James Cameron’s Avatar
· Florian Andrei Vlad, University of Giessen, Germany
Post-Apocalyptic Descent: Contemporary Contagion Movies and the Politics of the Clean Slate
Friday, October 8th 16.30 – 18.00 Room American Corner

Session VI B: Dissenting Voices in American Culture

Chair: Andrzej Dorobek, State School of Higher Education, Płock, Poland

· Andrzej Dorobek, State School of Higher Education, Płock, Poland


Utopia/Dystopia as a Psychedelic/Narcotic Adventure: from Huxley to Burroughs and on

· Raluca Rogoveanu, Ovidius University, Constanta

Dissent and Compromise: A Case Study of the Beat Generation

· Ilinca-Miruna Diaconu, University of Bucharest 
The Socially Estranged Anti-Hero/Anti-Heroine in J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye and in Sylvia Plath’s The Bell Jar
· Ioana Stamatescu, Bucharest University of Economics 
“lower-case people” – Ernesto Quiñonez’s Bodega Dreams 

Friday, October 8th 16.30 – 18.00 Room 118
Session VI C: Theatre/Cinema Studies and Dissent/Descent

Chair: Ileana Jitaru, Ovidius University, Constanta
· Özüm Ünal, Bahçeşehir University, Istanbul, Turkey
Theatre as a Form of Activism in the Service of Social Change

· Corina Lungu, Ovidius University, Constanta

Trading Sex: Female Discourses on Sexuality in Paula Vogel’s Desdemona
· Angelo Mitchievici, Ovidius University, Constanta
The Last War and its Legacy of Dissent
· Ileana Jitaru, Ovidius University, Constanta
Quentin Tarantino’s Descent and His Cinematic Politics of Dissent: Inglourious Basterds
