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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Thursday, October 4th 9.00 – 9.30 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
OPENING and WELCOME REMARKS:



Prof. Dănuț Tiberius Epure, President of Ovidius University;




Mr. Bruce Kleiner, Public Affairs, U.S. Embassy;


Prof. Rodica Mihăilă, Executive Director, Romanian-U.S. 


Fulbright Commission;
Prof. Adina Ciugureanu, RAAS President;

Assoc. Prof. Remus Bejan, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University
Thursday, October 4th 9.30 – 10.30 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
KEYNOTE  LECTURE:
Dr. Edward Soja, Distinguished Professor of Urban Planning, University of California, Los Angeles
Title: 
The Spatial Turn in the Human Sciences
Chair: 
Professor Adina Ciugureanu, Ovidius University
Thursday, October 4th 11.00 – 13.00 Reading Room 1 (2nd floor)
Session 1 A: Reimagining Urban Identities in Contemporary Literature
Chair: 
Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska, The University of Warmia 
and Mazury, Olsztyn, Poland
Daniela Rogobete, University of Craiova
· Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska, The University of Warmia and Mazury, 
Olsztyn, Poland
Ghostly, Enclaved, Augmented – the Unreality of Cities in William Gibson’s 
Blue Ant Trilogy

· Adelina Vartolomei, Ovidius University

A Brave New/Old World? The Founding of Cities in Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God, Walker’s The Color Purple, and Morrison’s Beloved
· Daniela Rogobete, University of Craiova
Invisible Selves between Narrative Spaces and Physical Places in Paul Auster’s 
The New York Trilogy
· Aneta Dybska, Institute of English Studies, University of Warsaw, Poland
Struggle for the “Right to the City” in Sarah Schulman’s New York Novels 
People in Trouble (1990) and Rat Bohemia (1995) 
· Mihaela-Cristina Lazăr, Ovidius University
Self and the City: London and New York as Sites of Encoded Trauma in 
Peter Ackroyd’s Hawksmoor and Paul Auster’s The New York Trilogy 

Thursday, October 4th 11.00 – 13.00 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
Session 1 B: Designing the Urban: Contemporary Approaches
Chair:  
Ruxandra Vidu, University of California Davis, USA
Ilia Iankov Roussev, Institute for Astronomy, 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA
· Ilia Iankov Roussev, Institute for Astronomy, University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA
Explaining Fast Ejections of Plasma and Exotic X-Ray Emission from the Solar Corona

· Ruxandra Vidu, University of California Davis, USA

Zero Net Energy Community at UC Davis West Village

· Sandrine Baudry, Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris, France

Claiming Urban Public Space/Preserving the Environment: Governmental and 
Citizen Involvement in Urban Greening Initiatives

· Julia Sattler, TU Dortmund University, Germany




Detroit, City of Possibilities: Constructing the Urban as Frontier

· Eric Burnstein,  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA

Identity and the City: Toronto’s Business Improvement Areas 

Thursday, October 4th 14.30 – 16.30 Reading Room 1(2nd floor)
Session 2 A: Reimagining Urban Identities in Contemporary Literature

Chair: 
José Liste Noya, Universidade da Coruña, Spain
Monica Manolachi, University of Bucharest
· José Liste Noya, Universidade da Coruña, Spain

City Secret: Don DeLillo’s Underworld, Samuel R. Delany’s Dhalgren
· Monica Manolachi, University of Bucharest
“Home Is Always Elsewhere”: The Poetics of Location in Fred D’Aguiar’s Poetry
· Diana Benea, University of Bucharest
Reimagining Urban Space in Thomas Pynchon’s Inherent Vice

· Ramona Bran, University of the West, Timisoara

Urban Spaces in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Fiction 


· Daniela Andronache, Ovidius University
The City in Richard Wright’s Fiction – a Space of Violence, Segregation and 
Racial Hatred

Thursday, October 4th 14.30 – 16.30 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
Session 2 B: The City: Historical and Political Perspectives 
Chair: 
Octavian Roske, University of Bucharest
Raluca Rogoveanu, Ovidius University

· Octavian Roske, University of Bucharest

Southern Cities under Siege: The Civil War Experience

· David Asatiani, Institute of Political Science of University of Hamburg, Germany

Political Iconology of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 

· Adriana Cîteia and Mădălina Lasca, Ovidius University

American Cultural Influence in Reconfiguring the Local Space: Deveselu Reflected 
in the Romanian Press 

· Costel Coroban, Valahia University of Targoviste

Washington-London-Bucharest Relations during World War 2: Idealism vs. Realism

· Dumitru Drăgan and Dan Dragos Sichigea, Ovidius University

Impact of Harbour Delevopment on Newly Integrated Territories: 
Houston (United States) - Constanta (Romania) Comparative Study
Thursday, October 4th 14.30 – 16.00 American Corner (1st floor)

Fulbright Roundtable: “Enriching the Exchange Experience” organized by Dr. Rodica Mihăilă, moderated by Mr. Jonathan Stillo, U.S. Fulbright-Hays Alumnus, City University of New York Graduate Center.
Participants: Jonathan Stillo, Rodica Mihăilă, Augustin Ioan, Gene Tanta, Eric Burnstein, Barbara Nelson, Ludmila Martanovschi, Anca Luminița Iancu
Thursday, October 4th 16.00 – 16.30 Aula Magna

Fulbright Program Presentation

Thursday, October 4th 17.00 – 18.30 Reading Room 1(2nd floor)

Session 3 A: Apocalyptic Cityscapes
Chair: 
Christoph Singer, University of Paderborn, Germany
Eric C. Erbacher, University of Münster, Germany
· Christoph Singer, University of Paderborn, Germany

Post-Apocalyptic Space and Identity in Cormack McCarthy’s The Road
· Eric C. Erbacher, University of Münster, Germany

Souvernirs from the Urban Apocalypse: Desire and the Photographic Appropriation of Contemporary Detroit
· Lucia Opreanu, Ovidius University

The Urban Geography of Control: Dystopian Visions of the City
· Florian Andrei Vlad, University of Giessen, Germany
Urban Dystopia in 21th Century American Cinema
Thursday, October 4th17.00 – 18.30 Lecture Hall (ground floor)

Session 3 B: Redefining Urban Spaces 
Chair: 
Xenia Kokoula, TU Berlin, Germany
Eduard Vlad, Ovidius University
Elena Ion, University of California, Berkeley, USA
· Xenia Kokoula, TU Berlin, Germany

Frames and Layers: Urban Space and the Body in the Metafictional Narrative
· Bruce Kleiner, Public Affairs, U.S. Embassy
The Evolution of the American City Core
· Diana Mihaela Belci, University of Architecture and Urbanism “Ion Mincu” Bucharest and Emilian Sorin Ciurariu, “Politehnica” University Timisoara

Romanian Postcommunist Densification - A Study Case

· Elena Ion, University of California, Berkeley, USA

Managing Decline: Recession and Restructuring in Postsocialist and Sun Belt Cities
· Mihaela Arsene, Romanian-US Fulbright Commission

Urban Enhancement: The U.S. University Paradigm
Friday, October 5th 9.00 – 10.00 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
KEYNOTE  LECTURE: 
Dr. Augustin Ioan, Professor, 

University of Architecture and Urbanism, Bucharest

Title:  
Starchitecture: from a City-like Campus (UC) to 



a Campus-like City (Cincinnati)

Chair: 
Professor Adina Ciugureanu, Ovidius University
Friday, October 5th 10.30 – 12.00 Reading Room 1(2nd floor)
Session 4 A: Mapping Generations of Traumatic Memory in 
American City Narratives 

Chair: 
Roxana Oltean, University of Bucharest
Rodica Mihăilă, University of Bucharest
· Roxana Oltean, University of Bucharest

Totalitarian Cityscapes in Transatlantic Memory
· Rodica Mihăilă, University of Bucharest

Healing the Nation, Memorializing Trauma: Ground Zero and the Critique of 

Exceptionalism in the Recent American Novel
· Cristian Panaite, University of Texas, Dallas

Remembering Communism in Washington DC: Politics, Aesthetics, and Rituals 
in the Nation’s Capital
· Audrey Bardizbanian, University of Paris-Sorbonne Paris IV

Writing Post-Traumatic Memories and the City: Jonathan Safran Foer’s 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
Friday, October 5th 10.30 – 12.00 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
Session 4 B: Autobiographical Quests for the City
Chair: 
David Jenkins, Plovdiv University, Bulgaria

Anca Luminița Iancu, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu
· David Jenkins, Plovdiv University, Bulgaria
Austin’s Perks, Parks, and Recreation: to the City Limits and Beyond 
· Anca Luminița Iancu, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu
American Dreams in the City: Quests for Identity in the Autobiographical Accounts of 
Early Twentieth-Century Female Immigrant Writers     
· Estella Antoaneta Ciobanu, Ovidius University
Nostalgic Architecture, Memory Traces, and Violent (Re)inscriptions of American 
Identity/-ties: Atlanta, GA at the Turn of the Millennium
· Raluca Rogoveanu, Ovidius University
Ellis Island: Stories of Trauma and Immigration 
Friday, October 5th 10.30 – 12.00 American Corner (1st floor)
  Session 4 C: New Challenges: Language and the City

  Chair:
Lillians Violeta Negrea, “Dimitrie Cantemir” 
Christian University, Bucharest

Otilia Pacea, Ovidius University
· Lillians Violeta Negrea and Liliana Agache, 
“Dimitrie Cantemir” Christian University, Bucharest

Anglo-American Word Loan – a Challenge of Urban Linguistic Globalization

· Otilia Pacea, Ovidius University

Je ne suis pas d’ici: A Corpus-Based Approach to Digital Urban Narratives

· Costin-Valentin Oancea, University of Bucharest

Span(gl)ish: A New Language in the USA? Remapping the United States’ Linguistic Borders

· Ana-Maria Andreea Gaidargi, University of Bucharest

Are Deontic Modals Acquired before Epistemic Ones? 

Friday, October 5th 13.30 – 15.30 Reading Room 1(2nd floor)
Session 5A: Mapping Generations of Traumatic Memory in 
American City Narratives 
Chair: 
Mihaela Precup, University of Bucharest

Dana Mihăilescu, University of Bucharest 
· Mihaela Precup, University of Bucharest

“Let us forget walking men”: Levitation and Mourning in Collum McCann’s Let the Great World Spin
· Dana Mihăilescu, University of Bucharest 

Negotiating Traumas via Cross-Cultural Urban Identity Configurations out of Grief: Outlook on Aleksandar Hemon’s The Lazarus Project

· Maria Zirra, Utrecht University/University of Bucharest

Nesting Dolls That Don’t Fit: Performing the 1991 Crown Heights Riots in Anna Deavere Smith’s 

Fires in The Mirror

· Ilinca-Miruna Diaconu, University of Bucharest

Shadrack’s “shack on the riverbank”: Marginalization and Refuge in Toni Morrison’s Sula
Friday, October 5th 13.30 – 15.30 Lecture Hall (ground floor)
Session 5 B: Voices of the American City: the Jazz Age and Beyond
Chair:
Anca Peiu, University of Bucharest

· Anca Peiu, University of Bucharest

(No) ”Citty upon a Hill”: Jefferson, Yoknapatawpha 

· Hristo Boev, Ovidius University

Consuming the Jazz Age in the Big City: The Case of Manhattan Transfer
· Corina Mărculescu, The Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest

Voices of the City: Divisions of Urban Space in the Capitalist Metropolis

· Irina-Ana Drobot, Technical University of Civil Engineering Bucharest

The Image of a Corrupt Europe as Dystopia in The Portrait of a Lady by 
Henry James

Friday, October 5th 13.30 – 15.30 American Corner (1st floor)
Session 5 C: Remapping the Marginal and the Countercultural
Chair:  
Gene Tanta, University of Maryland - University College, USA


Eduard Vlad, Ovidius University

· Gene Tanta, University of Maryland, USA

Lost and Found: American Hipsters as Urban Excess
· Eduard Vlad, Ovidius University
Remapping Urban Space in the Pre-Countercultural Age: Lowell and Pynchon

· Ligia Doina Constantinescu, “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi
Hypostases of Gendered Space/s in Some Recent Anglophone Canadian 
Short Stories

· Nicoleta Stanca, Ovidius University

Urban Irish America in Popular Press at the Turn of the Twentieth Century
Friday, October 5th 16.00 – 17.30 Reading Room 1(2nd floor)
Session 6 A: Transatlantic Visions of Urban Spaces
Chair: 
Camelia Anghel, Romanian-American University, Bucharest
Alina Popescu, Ovidius University
· Camelia Anghel, Romanian-American University, Bucharest

Rural vs. Urban “America” in D. H. Lawrence’s Travel Discourse

· Alina Popescu, Ovidius University

Writing the Metropolis in P. Ackroyd’s Non-Fiction 

· Dana Bădulescu, “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi

Salman Rushdie’s New York

· Alina Buzarna-Tihenea (Gălbează), Ovidius University

Intrusions of Post 9/11 Politics and Violence into Domestic Lives in 
Ian McEwan’s Saturday 

Friday, October 5th 16.00 – 17.30 Lecture Hall (ground floor)

Session 6 B: Urban Spaces Reflected in Film and Photography
Chair: 
Barbara Nelson, University of Bucharest



Ileana Chiru-Jitaru, Ovidius University

· Barbara Nelson, University of Bucharest
The New York City Ballet, Remapped
· Ileana Chiru-Jitaru, Ovidius University
Screening Global Cities as (Anti-)Models of Urban Growth (Oliver Stone/Sam Mendes)
· Angelo Mitchievici, Ovidius University

Metropolis Between Utopia and Dystopia: a Kafkaesque Vision in Brazil (Terry Gilliam)
· Birsel Matara, Cyprus International University

Reflections of Urban Transformation in Film and Photography
Friday, October 5th 16.00 – 17.30 American Corner (1st floor)

Session 6 C: Urban Spaces Reflected in Theatre
Chair: 
Adriana-Carolina Bulz, Military Technical Academy, Bucharest


Ludmila Martanovschi, Ovidius University
· Adriana-Carolina Bulz, Military Technical Academy, Bucharest

Mapping O’Neill’s Sites of Memory in Bucharest: An Imaginary Renewal of 
a Former Transatlantic Connection
· Silvia Osman, “Dimitrie Cantemir” Christian University, Bucharest

The Absurd: (Re) Mapping the Stage

· Corina Lungu, Ovidius University
(Re)Adapting Urban Spaces in Romeo+Juliet, 10 Things I Hate About You and O

· Ludmila Martanovschi, Ovidius University

The End-of-Millennium Urban Family in Tony Kushner’s Angels in America
ABSTRACTS

Daniela Andronache

The City in Richard Wright’s Fiction – a Space of Violence, Segregation and Racial Hatred

In Richard Wright’s fiction, the city stands for the space of the violent confrontations between the white Americans and the African Americans in the first half of the 20th century. The main reason of these violent confrontations is represented by white racism that consists in segregation, discriminatory practices and a well-established system of exploitation and social exclusion. As a result of it, racial tension reaches its climax and this is the moment when Richard Wright’s black characters defy the whites’ interdiction and make their own choice: that of committing murders.This is the case of Bigger Thomas in Native Son, Cross Damon in The Outsider, Big Boy, Mann, Silas and Sarah in Uncle Tom’s Children, Saul Sanders in Eight Men or Johnny Gibbs in Rite of Passage. For all these black people  the act of killing is in fact an act of freedom.  By killing, they make things happen and thus they manage to express their free will. At the same time, they compel the whites to take them into consideration and to put them in the category of the human beings. The action of Richard Wright’s novels and short stories takes place in the slums of American cities such as Chicago, New York or other small towns in Mississippi in which the black protagonists lead a life of poverty and oppression. Black violence functions as a mechanism of working off the frustration and humiliation caused by the relationship with their white oppressors.Last but not least, it becomes the leitmotiv running through Wright’s fiction as well as the fundamental cause of the drama that the African Americans experience.

Camelia Anghel

Rural vs. Urban “America” in D. H. Lawrence’s Travel Discourse

Against the background of chronological British modernism (1890-1930), D. H. Lawrence’s treatment of the “city” appears as an illustration of the general tendency to dispense with the destructive effects of technology and alienation in the new epoch. Yet, apart from pastoral nostalgia, the urban space should not be regarded only as the opposite of countryside, but also as a continuation of man’s ancestral relation to nature, to the environment that provides him with the conditions for evolution. As the author suggests, the intersection point between “the rural” and “the urban” reveals multiple facets of the modernist character’s identity, depicting the “traveller” figure from a cultural-religious, ethnic, racial, or purely human point of view. Our paper proposes a parallel analysis of the rural vs. urban representations of the transatlantic space, starting from samples of incipient urbanism in “The Woman Who Rode Away” and “St Mawr”, and continuing with full-fledged images of the city in such works as “The Plumed Serpent” or “Sun”. Our comparative approach is basically stylistic, borrowing concerns from ecological, mythic or postcolonial criticism.

Mihaela Arsene
Urban Enhancement: The U.S. University Paradigm

The presentation will afford a comprehensive survey of urban universities in the USA, highlighting the pivotal role they play in the community as well as the potential they have for the regeneration and enhancement of the cities hosting them. From the original town-and-gown dichotomy in medieval Europe, urban universities in the USA are becoming growingly aware of their role as anchor institutions, with a mission for the revitalization and enhancement of the urban community they are in. Engines of metropolitan success, US urban-core universities illustrate the civic responsibility of higher education in a number of partnership models, all indicative of their community engagement as part of the university’s comprehensive educational mission. The presentation will explore key questions such as “What responsibility does a university have to its local urban community?” given the intertwined future of US universities and their cities. Aware of the ties between their own success and that of the metropolitan areas they serve - and metropolitan areas drive the US economy - US urban universities have a dramatic impact on their cities, heavily influencing their identity, economy and culture. As such, they are assuming unprecedented responsibility for community development through mutually beneficial partnerships.

David Asatiani

Political Iconology of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 

The American community spirit finds its expression in staging an exceptional visual and design culture. This is particularly remarkable in maintaining a comprehensive planning approach to what is commonly referred to as the Monumental Core of Washington, D.C. The understanding of American democracy implies first and foremost participation of its citizens in the process of building political awareness. This framework, for instance, is consequently practiced by ingenuously and effectively integrating public spaces into the dynamics of everyday life. The National Mall which was pointedly designed to serve both people and politics, seems to be crucial in this respect. Through interaction of urban planning and architectural design the National Mall provides unparalleled settings of organic openness. In combination with the Capitol, it creates a successful approach to political communication. Here, one might find a piazza-tradition of a sort where leisure and relaxation coexist with political opposition and demonstration under the wings of the common national symbol of Congress. The intention of the paper is to analyze the iconology of the National Mall in terms of historic review of its function as a genuine democratic urban space.
Audrey Bardizbanian 

Writing Post-Traumatic Memories and the City: Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close
The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 caused such shock and devastation that they can be characterized as the defining tragedy of our time. Within this context, the traumatic literature of 9/11 has been growing continuously in the United States since the events occurred, and has given rise to an ever-increasing New York City fiction, to which it has become inextricably tied. With his 2005 novel Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Jonathan Safran Foer has ventured to represent the traumatic events of September 11 and to interlace them with those of the Allied firebombing of Dresden in 1945. The novel follows nine-year-old Oskar Schell’s urban adventures through New York City, that take him on a literal and psychological journey in dealing with the traumatic loss of his father, who died in the terrorist attacks of September 11.

In this paper, I will try and examine the way in which the narration of urban space and traumatic memories reflect each other through this novel. I will first explore how the novel’s experimental form exposes the complexity of trauma, while referring to the works of trauma theorists such as Cathy Caruth, Dominick LaCapra, Marianne Hirsch, Shoshana Felman and Dori Laub, among others. I will then focus on the city itself and its depiction through the narrative, before analyzing the identity of this metropolis as being crucial when dealing with the aftermath of 9/11. This study will thus endeavor to demonstrate how Jonathan Safran Foer, while treating deeply personal experiences, also transmits common trauma through his work, thereby bearing witness to this tragic past within both a particular and a universal framework.

Sandrine Baudry
Claiming Urban Public Space/Preserving the Environment: Governmental and Citizen Involvement in Urban Greening Initiatives
In the face of multiple worldwide crises – financial, social, environmental – it appears inevitable to reassess the way we live, interact with each other and with our living environment, and govern ourselves. At a time when major cities pledge to adhere to a green agenda involving sustainable development, zero pesticide policies and differentiated management, and when the global socio-economic crisis as well as the shortcomings of urban planning foster citizens' creative use of urban space, urban greening initiatives offer an interesting perspective on these issues. In cities such as New York and San Francisco, city dwellers have gone beyond the garden gates to grow plants on sidewalks and in tree pits, reasserting their right to public space and to making a mark on their environment. As for city governments, their pledge to a more ecological management of urban nature often entails changes in perceptions and practices, and an increase in man-hours. My work explores the way these two ambitions – claiming urban space and caring for the environment – challenge the current relationship to the city as well as that between city governments and inhabitants.
Dana Bădulescu
Salman Rushdie’s New York 

Salman Rushdie, the effigy of today’s hybrid migrant writer has always considered himself more attached to cities than countries. Being born in Bombay, Rushdie has been continuously attracted and attached to the Indian hybrid and multifarious city, re-creating it again and again in his novels. As the 20th century came to a close, Rushdie’s epicentre shifted from East to West in The Ground beneath Her Feet. All the other books written by Rushdie before this one had harped on cultural and linguistic hybridity, on migration and travelling back and forth from East to West, but Bombay remained the world’s cosmopolitan centre for him. The Ground beneath Her Feet marks the loss of this ‘orientation,’ which Rushdie calls, as playfully as ever, ‘disorientation.’ The epicentre of Rushdie’s next novel Fury is New York, the city ‘boiling’ with money, where the main character Malik Solanka goes to be eaten and to find peace only to learn that this is an illusion, too. This paper purports to look into Rushdie’s ‘disorientation’ in The Ground beneath Her Feet, with a focus on its New York setting, and his orientation towards the ‘cosmopolis’ of New York in Fury as our global world entered the new millennium. 
Diana Mihaela Belci and Emilian Sorin Ciurariu
Romanian Postcommunist Densification - A Study Case

On a theoretical basis, the urban densification could be considered a highly acclaimed trend nowadays. There is an overflow of studies and good-practice projects, although almost all issued in Western Europe and North America. It seems that Romania is craving for western models, although applying them without any strategy, which might prove rather harmful. Contemporary urban ambiguities makes communist planning look almost handsome. After 20 years of searches, it is sad to realize that communist planning was more efficient and better managed. Romanians build avidly as they make the rules. European norms and structural funds seem to cause havoc instead of guidance. Romanians still have a strong reflex to wait for the leaders to make decisions in their own backyard. Thinking long-term on a larger scale is far from being a habit. We have a complex and often contradictory heritage, which makes the Western theories hard to swallow. A genuine Romanian urban regeneration requires planners that understand the post communist local context.

Diana Benea

Reimagining Urban Space in Thomas Pynchon’s Inherent Vice
Thomas Pynchon’s continuing preoccupation with the transformation of physical and social space in America finds new expression in his latest work, Inherent Vice (2009), a (pastiche of) hardboiled detective novel with an environmental twist, set in Greater Los Angeles, circa 1970. This paper aims to examine the novel in point of its articulation of various urban configurations, real and imaginary, utopian and dystopian – from Gordita Beach, with its assortment of hippies, surfers and slackers, to the gated communities of Palos Verdes; from dystopian suburban real estate projects entailing the erasure of ethnic neighborhoods, to the failed utopian housing scheme of Arrepentimiento and its ethical underpinnings – focusing on how such forms of spatial organization and the spatial communities they engender are reflective of wider social divisions and inequities.

*The writing of this paper was supported by the European Social Fund, Project POSDRU 107/1.5/S/80765, Human Resources Sectoral Operational Program 2007 − 2013, priority axis 1, major domain of intervention 1.5.

Hristo Boev

Consuming the Jazz Age in the Big City: The Case of Manhattan Transfer
This paper addresses the problem of gendered and stratified culture consumption in Dos Passos in his novel on New York – Manhattan Transfer. It examines Dos Passos’s textual response to other representations of this cultural space mainly in Fitzgerald’s novels set in New York such as This Side of Paradise and The Beautiful and the Damned. It examines the consumption of the Jazz Age as crucial to the cultural stratification of urban space in the Modern American metropolis at the beginning of the 20th century. The analysis of these urban spaces is also effectuated by close examination of passages from Manhattan Transfer against critical reviews of this cultural phenomenon. The findings of this analysis reveal cultural consumption patterns which are indicative of the emergence of segregated cultural spaces at the beginning of last century, rendering certain cultures inadmissible to some consumers while posing levels of access to the others.

Ramona Bran

Urban Spaces in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Fiction 

My paper aims to show that space and the experience of the metropolitan city are central for the work of Indian-American writer Jhumpa Lahiri. My analysis will investigate the importance of space and place in identity formation processes, as well as the ways in which Lahiri constructs American cities, especially in the context of other metropolises her characters experience, mainly in Europe and India. I will show how the female characters from her three published works initially go through processes of disorientation and alienation in these cities and how, ultimately, their (changing) identities are linked with these transnational urban environments. Indian cities emerge as idealized, imaginary spaces, falling into Anderson’s idea of imagined communities shared by the migrants, but in the end Western/American cities seem to provide them with a fertile background to renegotiate their identities. I will focus on the style, the narratives and the discourses that produce, express, and represent the situation of these women and the ways in which such discourses may, in fact, empower these underprivileged characters. 

Adriana-Carolina Bulz
Mapping O’Neill’s Sites of Memory in Bucharest: An Imaginary Renewal of a Former Transatlantic Connection

My paper uses Pierre Norat’s vision of the simbolic significance of certain sites and objects for a nation’s history in order to dwell upon the lingering connection between various artifacts of the Bucharest (intellectual and urban) landscape and the memory of Eugene O’Neill’s spiritual passage through Romanian culture. As the link with the American playwright’s universe remains (for the moment) merely an event of our cultural past, I am trying to renew the transatlantic connection that the Romanian critic Petru Comarnescu initiated in the 1940’s, when O’Neill’s trilogy Mourning Becomes Electra was first staged at the National Theater in Bucharest. I will pass from an investigation of the architectural sites and objects that still reverberate with O’Neill’s memory (the reconstructed façade of the former National Theater, the National Theater Museum artefacts) to those intelectual sites where one may still encounter the vivid traces of O’Neill’s Romanian presence (excerpts from Petru Comarenscu’s journal and correspondence with the playwright as well as the proceedings of The Eugene O’Neill Symposium of 2003). Wherever possible, I will try to provide an imaginary link with the playwright’s universe, based on the echoes and resonance of the investigated sites of memory.

Eric Burnstein

Identity and the City: Toronto’s Business Improvement Areas 

A BIA is a private-public partnership, in which a municipality gives businesses some power of governance in order to provide a better environment for member businesses through activities such as cleaning and beautifying sidewalks and streets in the district, organizing festivals, and providing publicity for the district in order to develop its image as a destination with unique and desirable character.  Although BIAs began in Canada, they took hold initially in the United States, and spread throughout the world as an American export. In places as far removed as Serbia and Australia the Business Improvement Area model has become a key element in modern development of urban centers.  Their development can be seen as part of a strategy for local boosterism.   By developing their promotional infrastructure, BIAs attempt to package their community as a destination, either in competition with other potential destinations in the urban area, or as part of the “package” of amenities that the city can offer to potential visitors, investors and residents.  In the last 40 years, immigration has made Toronto a cosmopolitan global city, where 47% of the city’s population is visible minorities, and a full half of the population was born outside of Canada. The city has embraced its new demographics. In this context, BIAs capture ethnic and other national identities in order to brand their neighborhoods, effectively freezing those cultural characteristics, and removing them from their human roots.  This paper examines three Toronto BIAs in order to highlight the specific effects of this phenomenon on diverse areas within the city.

Alina Buzarna-Tihenea (Gălbează)
Intrusions of Post 9/11 Politics and Violence into Domestic Lives in Ian McEwan’s Saturday 
As an author increasingly interested in social and political issues and in their consequences upon identity dimensions, Ian McEwan creates, in his novel Saturday, a detailed landscape of the contemporary post-9/11 world. The novel reflects a world which was culturally and socially changed in a significant way by the terrorist attacks on the Twin Towers in September 2001, and whose uncertainty and unreliability modified the patterns of behaviour at the level of both person and social identities. Moreover, in order to indirectly engage with the 9/11 events and to illustrate how the public sphere reflects itself into the private dimension, McEwan sets the novel plot and characters against the political background of the London protests which preceded the American and British military interventions in Iraq in 2003, and he also transforms the terrorist attacks into a domestic story, where a rich family is intruded upon by two revengeful and violent men.
Ileana Chiru-Jitaru
Screening Global Cities as (Anti-)Models of Urban Growth (Oliver Stone/Sam Mendes)

Estella Antoaneta Ciobanu 

Nostalgic Architecture, Memory Traces, and Violent (Re)inscriptions of American Identity/-ties: Atlanta, GA at the Turn of the Millennium

This paper seeks to decipher memory traces of racial and religious American identities as inscribed in the cityscape of Atlanta, GA. While the investigation taps into my personal memories of the encounter with this southern U.S. city in 2008, thus making this viewer’s memory another trace in the larger memory network, it aims at exploring nostalgic vestiges of the Eurocentric outlook of its white dwellers in areas as diverse as architecture, enterprise, and entertainment/leisure. I will tentatively finger scars left by a slavery past on Atlanta’s urban space by recourse to memory, postcolonial, and cultural geography studies, to suggest ways in which architecture in particular works to enhance, preserve or impede “memory work.” 

Adriana Cîteia and Mădălina Lasca

American Cultural Influence in Reconfiguring the Local Space: Deveselu Reflected in the Romanian Press 

Our research aims to explore modifications to local socio-cultural matrices, the result of American cultural, economic, political influences reconfiguring the virtual local area. This research is focused on three principles: familiarity with the new cultural context; expectations / socio-economic prospects: creating new jobs, investment, modernization, intercultural communication; changes in the collective identity. The case study chosen is the Deveselu village (located near Caracal, Olt County), information from various media proving conclusive for our scientific project. Also, our aim is to investigate whether the information provided supports the hypothesis of the installation of new multi-layers caused by the presence of the American cultural element in the Romanian-American space. Our discussion is placed in the context of structural adjustments to historical contexts of collective identity and the new era of multicultural dialogue. Starting from the case study noted, we propose to redefine the concept of cultural diasthema and its importance in reconfiguring local areas, as a meeting place of different paradigms of thought.

Ligia Doina Constantinescu

Hypostases of Gendered Space/s in Some Recent Anglophone Canadian Short Stories

The paper aims at mapping out the interplay between the sense of urban space-types, gender variables and the genre borders, in some relatively recent short story texts from the Anglophone Canadian practice, within a cross-disciplinary framework ; elements of spatial representation/s as cultural variables, of gendered discourse and of  requirements of the genre poetics are getting pursued in their inter-relationship/s in a relatively modest corpus of texts, from a Romanian perspective.

Costel Coroban
Washington-London-Bucharest Relations during World War 2: Idealism vs. Realism.

As a recent study by Pluijm & Melissen shows, before the peace of Westphalia, cities pioneered as foreign policy entities. After that historical landmark, academics have rarely dealt with the role of the city in diplomacy. In international relations, often times the name of the capital of a state is given when referring to the respective state entity. As a further proof of capitals’ importance, one only needs to remember that states send embassies to each other’s capital city. Keeping this importance in mind, the aim of the present paper is to look at relations between Washington, London and Bucharest during the period of World War 2 from the perspectives of realism and idealism.  Idealism, or liberal internationalism (as Chris Brown, 2001, calls it), was based on the belief in natural harmony between states. Realism, on the other hand, is based on the state’s national interest, measuring success in international policy by achieving power, the anarchy of the international system, and the centrality of states (Jack Donelly, 2000). During the Second World War, Romanian institutions and actors have oscillated between the two sides described above. This oscillation is especially visible in Bucharest’s relations with the two great Allied capitals, London and Washington.

Ilinca-Miruna Diaconu

Shadrack’s “shack on the riverbank”: Marginalization and Refuge in Toni Morrison’s Sula
In his seminal 1995 work Masculinities, R.W. Connell identifies “marginalized masculinities” as corresponding to those men that are socially disenfranchised by virtue of their class or race. My presentation applies Connell’s term in an analysis of the character Shadrack of Toni Morrison’s 1973 novel Sula, exposing the power relations that exist between him and white society due to his African-Americanness. However, I extend the concept “marginalized masculinity” so as to account for his inability to fully reintegrate in his hometown of Medallion, Ohio (most specifically, in “the Bottom,” as its black suburb is called), which is grounded in his post-traumatic shock disorder suffered as a result of his participation in World War I. Finally, I identify his spatial isolation in “a shack” on the Bottom’s “riverbank” as a metaphor for this two-tiered marginalization but also as part of a strategy of creating a refuge against his war trauma and his status as a racial Other.
*The writing of this paper was supported by the European Social Fund, Project POSDRU 107/1.5/S/80765, Human Resources Sectoral Operational Program 2007 − 2013, priority axis 1, major domain of intervention 1.5.

Irina-Ana Drobot

The Image of a Corrupt Europe as Dystopia in The Portrait of a Lady by Henry James

The purpose of this paper is to underline the fact that the way Europe is seen by critics as corrupt, as morally decayed as depicted by Henry James in his novel The Portrait of a Lady may be regarded as a dystopic vision on the cities of the continent. The image of a decayed, morally corrupt Europe is seen in opposition to an innocent image of America. The way characters in Europe behave, the way they are described stand as a symbol for a morally corrupt Europe in relation to Isabel Archer’s evolution. What are some other strategies employed by Henry James to reinforce the image of a corrupt Europe? What are some common features of dystopia and the way the image of Europe is presented to the readers by Henry James in his novel? Can we say that the image of Europe is dystopic or is it an exaggeration? Does the author really present the cities of Europe as dystopic or is it only the vision of the critics?

Aneta Dybska

Struggle for the “Right to the City” in Sarah Schulman’s New York Novels People in Trouble (1990) and Rat Bohemia (1995) 
My presentation will deal with the experience of gentrification and anti-gentrification struggles in New York city as rendered in Sarah Schulman’s People in Trouble  (1990) and Rat Bohemia (1995). While addressing questions of the “right to the city,” I approach Schulman’s fiction both as an archive of subcultural activity but also, in a broader cultural context, as constituting a “subaltern counterpublic” of sexual minorities, the homeless, and the urban poor. Situating her narratives against the backdrop of the AIDS epidemic of the late 1980s and the early 1990s, Schulman sheds light on social polarization, displacement, and dispossession by what Alex S. Vitale calls “neoliberalizing urbanism,” that is, strategies of stimulating urban growth and capital accumulation through land and real estate valorization. Set in the Lower East Side after the Tompkins Square Riot (1988), against the imagery of urban blight and decay, Schulman’s novels expose the predicament of people with AIDS abandoned by their families, city authorities, and the nation-state. But rather than stop at exposing the problem, the novels also suggest grassroots strategies city residents can use to eradicate spatial invisibility and powerlessness. 

Eric C. Erbacher

Souvenirs from the Urban Apocalypse: Desire and the Photographic Appropriation of

Contemporary Detroit

The architectural remnants of earlier civilizations have long drawn visitors to the ruins of ancient Rome, medieval castles, or of the abandoned mining towns of the American West. More recently, the fascination with decaying structures has expanded in two ways, first, to include the ruins of the American industrial economy, and second, to a primarily visual experience of these remains. Particularly the derelict post-industrial cityscape of Detroit, celebrated as Motown only a few decades ago, has been at the center of attention in the past years, giving rise to several major photography publications such as Marchand and Meffre’s The Ruins of Detroit or Moore and Levine’s Detroit Disassembled. While most of these publications have an artistic as much as an documentarian objective, the pictures, together with innumerable photoblogs of a post-apocalyptic Detroit, have been widely publicized in mainstream media, raising not only questions of the reasons for their apparent mass appeal but also of their meaning for Detroit’s past, present, and future identity. By analyzing recent photography of the decaying cityscape of Detroit, this paper will inquire into the various implications that such popularized visualizations of an urban apocalypse have for both the constructions of mental maps of Detroit as well as for attempts to meet the challenges of such spaces. Ultimately, the concern will be with the cultural place of American ruins in an America based on the promise of the new and a desire for progress.

Ana-Maria Andreea Gaidargi
Are deontic modals acquired before epistemic ones? 
Most studies which addressed the issue of the acquisition of the English modal verbs put forth the idea that the deontic modals are acquired before the epistemic ones (Brown 1973, Wells 1979, Papafragou 2000, a.m.o.). On the other hand, Hirst and Weil (1982) show that the epistemic values of modal verbs are understood before the deontic ones by young children. The present paper aims to evaluate these two main claims, with a view to answering the question whether it is true that epistemic modals are acquired later than deontic ones. In order to answer this question I investigate two longitudinal corpora of monolingual English (from the Manchester corpus, Childes Database).

Anca Luminița Iancu
American Dreams in the City: Quests for Identity in the Autobiographical Accounts of Early Twentieth-Century Female Immigrant Writers     
At the beginning of the twentieth century, American cities functioned as urban spaces of promise for the masses of “new” immigrants (from Eastern-Europe and Russia) seeking economic and social opportunities for upward mobility in the United States. In their fictional autobiographies, female immigrant writers in the first half of the twentieth century, such as Elizabeth Stern (“My Mother and I”), Rose Cohen (“Out of the Shadow”), and Anzia Yezierska (“Red Ribbon on a White Horse”), described the struggles and challenges they encountered - as women and as immigrants - in different American urban spaces, fraught with complex social, economic, and cultural issues at that time. This paper looks at the ways in which these gendered urban spaces have shaped the choices, possibilities, and limitations of the narrators in their attempts to negotiate their hyphenated identities, as they tried to gain acceptance, to acculturate, and/or to assimilate into the American mainstream culture and society. 

Augustin Ioan
Starchitecture: from a City-like Campus (UC) to a Campus-like City (Cincinnati)
The presentation will follow the decades long process of rewriting the campus of University of Cincinnaty, OH with prestigious objects of signature architecture. Successful to a large extent, the process contaminated the city of Cincinnati; its outdated downtown area is now itself the site of a growing collection of architectural objects signed by major contemporary architects. And where is the public space - inside the campus, the city and in between? And is there a lesson to be learned from this story?

Elena Ion 

Managing Decline: Recession and Restructuring in Postsocialist and Sun Belt Cities
The metropolitan areas of European Union (EU) member states in Central and Eastern Europe have experienced steep decline, much like many North American cities. The effects of the crisis are hard to miss at the regional level, as cities such as Bucharest have seen a drastic reduction in property values, particularly in the mass housing units built during the socialist period. Yet, the landscape in Bucharest, shaped by the global recession and the European debt crisis, looks very different than the boarded up windows and dead lawns of American suburbs ravaged by the foreclosure crisis. Abandoned developments in sun-belt cities, such as the half-finished waterfront residential-over-retail project in Hercules, California, are emblematic of the crisis in North America. But while properties sit empty in American suburban ghost towns where construction cranes have sat still for years, cities such as Bucharest have faced the crisis with a resurgence in construction activity. Since Romania’s accession to the European Union (EU) in 2007, many of its cities have witnessed a resurgence of state-led urban development on a scale not seen since the socialist period. This urban development surge is occurring at a time of deep budget cuts and a sharp decrease in private investments—conditions brought on by the onset of the 2007-2008 recession. EU structural funds and public funds have financed many of these infrastructural and urban development projects and in the process transformed the dynamics of central and local governance. This paper examines the emergence of a new regime of urban governance that is reliant on EU and public funding and focused on public projects. Using a comparative approach, I will analyze how this allocative mode of urban governance differs from entrepreneurial modes of governance that characterize urban governance in the North American context.
David Jenkins

Austin’s Perks, Parks, and Recreation: to the City Limits and Beyond 

I have known cities, some distant, others invisible, and at darker moments I have felt my heart grow labyrinthine as their half-deserted streets. To name names of the cities I called home, from west to east: Eugene, Salt Lake, Dallas, New York, Fort Lauderdale; across the Atlantic to Munich, Kaunas, Vilnius, Plovdiv, and Veliko Turnovo; farther, to Dalian and Beijing, as far east as I could get from where I began before starting back again. It seems I spent a lifetime in each of those cities. I could easily have left my heart in San Francisco, but I was just another tourist passing through. Instead, I left my heart in Austin, Texas, and according to my Texas driver’s license (that useful fiction), I still live there. I did live in Austin for ten years, earning a doctoral degree in Comparative Literature from the university in 1987. I learned that Austin is a city that works and a city that knows how to play, a city that builds pentium chips and enacts legislation but also promotes and protects that slippery intangible, quality of life in all its weirdness. This copiously illustrated presentation is both cityscape and “autobiographical turn,” offering a “greater Austin” that is both lived space and oneiric home, both a milieux and lieux de memoire, with brief side trips to Denton, Dalian, Beijing, Mexia, and Kerrville.                     

Bruce Kleiner

The Evolution of the American City Core

Xenia Kokoula

Frames and Layers: Urban Space and the Body in the Metafictional Narrative 

The mutual borrowings, appropriations and reinterpretations of key concepts and keywords between literary theory and spatial disciplines have nurtured a growing and multifaceted literary scholarship engaging with the space in the text.  The so-called spatial turn in the literary studies and thus the one direction of this mutual borrowing has been extensively documented. The reverse direction, namely space-related scholarship turning to literary theory and narrative in order to test and advance its hypotheses, has remained fragmentary and non-systematic, despite the groundbreaking potential of such attempts from highly influential scholars.
 Tracing the concept of frame analysis (Goffman, 1974) from his sociological origin through its appropriation in literary studies (Waugh, 2003) the present work attempts to re-appropriate the term frame as a conceptual tool, going beyond its use as a mere spatial metaphor. It is argued that positioning the embodied, socially constructed individual inside a nesting of frames can yield a better understanding of its role in the process of production of space. It should be stressed that these frames occasionally break, dissolve or are transgressed, thus keeping this process radically open. This hypothesis is advanced through the critical examination of the urban space as represented in metafictional narratives: a layered construction of worlds-within-worlds where embodied individuals exist in a nesting of nodal regions and move in a nesting of frames.
Anna Krawczyk-Łaskarzewska
Ghostly, Enclaved, Augmented – the Unreality of Cities in William Gibson’s Blue Ant Trilogy

This presentation will be devoted to the ways in which big cities are envisioned in William Gibson’s three most recent novels, Pattern Recognition, Spook Country and Zero History. Gibson, “the archetypal novelist of the information age” (Paul Taylor: 2008), offers a rather disillusioned perspective on the technologically advanced, ultra paranoid, politically fractured, post 9/11 world. At once transnational and panoptical, modern-day metropolies, such as London, Tokyo or New York, not only become the arena of corporate advertising and government officials’ secretive operations, but they also function as sites of strategic erasures and nostalgic resurrections, where creative endeavours and criminal activities alike contribute to the sense of impermanence and ahistoricism. The thoroughly mediatized nature of the urban landscapes fashioned by Gibson makes it difficult to establish a clear-cut boundary between the real and the imagined. Moreover, it invites questions concerning viable, context-specific models of reality that can be depicted in contemporary fiction.

Mihaela-Cristina Lazăr

Self and the City: London and New York as Sites of Encoded Trauma in Peter Ackroyd’s Hawksmoor and Paul Auster’s The New York Trilogy 

In Hawksmoor and The New York Trilogy, the urban spaces of London and New York are strongly interconnected with the identity of their residents, and project onto them the same ghostly nature. Ackroyd’s London is a place where the echoes of the past intermingle with the present and where characters mirror each other in a game that mimics a detective story line. Also behind the cover of a detective mission, Auster’s characters are stuck in an endless cycle of doubling and identity splits. The space itself of London and New York is an encoded one: Nicholas Dyer’s architecture creates a satanic arrangement within London and Professor Stillman’s movement around the same area in New York generates a hidden message. The aim of this paper is to explore the connection between space and identity, space and past trauma, space and the expression of mysticism and to look at the ways in which London and New York are portrayed in similar or different ways in terms of their emotional charge.

José Liste Noya

City Secret: Don DeLillo’s Underworld, Samuel R. Delany’s Dhalgren
In exploring comparatively the urban spaces depicted by two classic works of the last quarter of the 20th century, this paper crosses quite intentionally the generic boundaries between two texts, two novels that have been assigned quite distinct categorizations and statuses as novels. It does so by reading both novels from the vantage of thinkers of the urban such as Georg Simmel, Lewis Mumford, Henri Lefebvre and others. It does so also by exploring the shared urban mindscape of two ostensibly very different texts and very different authors, though both equally encyclopedic and cosmopolitan in their urban outlooks. One is a late postmodern or post-postmodern classic that provides a panorama of late 20th century global life centred on the megalopolis of New York, the other a 1970s science-fiction classic that broke the generic bounds of its paraliterary frame, sci-fi, in depicting the discourse-ridden, textually-produced, media-(dis)informed spaces of an urban reality that refuses to stand still. The city in these ambitious texts takes on the representational contours of an endlessly contested, ideologically inflected but also ceaselessly disruptive network of spaces that exist at distinct, not always overlapping levels. In the process, these prose cities harp on the secrets that make cities and that cities necessarily harbour. The city of secrets, any city, becomes no less than the life-nourishing and life-threatening secret of the city. 

Corina Lungu

(Re)Adapting Urban Spaces in Romeo+Juliet, 10 Things I Hate About You and O
Starting with the  late 1980s, the so-called “teen flicks” or “teen movies” have become increasingly popular among teenagers despite (or perhaps because of) their featuring of stereotypical representations of young people dealing with common issues which are eventually resolved in a rather predictable manner. Most of these movies have been inspired by well-known myths, fairy tales or stories which were loosely adapted for the screen so as to suit the tastes of contemporary teenagers. My presentation will focus on three such “teen movies” - Romeo+Juliet (1996), 10 Things I Hate About You (1999) and O (2001) -  which are based on three plays written by William Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet, The Taming of the Shrew and Othello. The paper will bring into discussion the remapping of the urban spaces featured in the Renaissance plays so as to appeal to the intended audiences of the contemporary movies. In addressing this issue, I will start by referring to what Mikhail Bakhtin calls “chronotope,” i.e. the relation between time and space, in both the original plays and the movies previously mentioned, and I will continue by analyzing the importance of the change of settings which occurs in all three cases.

Monica Manolachi
“Home Is Always Elsewhere”: The Poetics of Location in Fred D’Aguiar’s Poetry

This essay emphasizes the main traits of the poetics of location in the poetry of Fred D’Aguiar, with a focus on the representations of particular villages, towns and cities and their effects on spiritual belonging. Born in Guyana, educated in England and living in the United States at the moment, D’Aguiar composes poetry which deals with the configuration of mental or subjective spaces in the context of the postcolonial and the postmodern condition. These are forms of resistance played out in geographical or physical places that often deny presence: the poor rural areas of the Caribbean, threatened by “natural” or “civilizational” forces; the highly racialized British metropolis of the second half of the twentieth century; or the “melting pot” America which is taken by surprize by horrific crimes such as the Virginia Tech massacre that destabilize the idea of a possible healthy multicultural project. The theoretical commentary, which accompanies the close reading of the texts, draws on Edward Soja’s conception of the third space as well as on other postcolonial and philosophical perspectives on location. 

Ludmila Martanovschi

The End-of-Millennium Urban Family in Tony Kushner’s Angels in America
Corina Mărculescu

Voices of the City: Divisions of Urban Space in the Capitalist Metropolis

The present paper proposes to explore spatial divisions in the postmodern, commodified city, pointing to the visible and invisible, symbolic racial and class boundaries that separate poor neighborhoods from rich residential areas. Taking as reference points the two cities that best symbolize the modern American metropolis, New York and Los Angeles, the paper also examines the role of modern urban architecture in the reproduction of social inequality and difference. A main concern of the present study is represented by “the city neighborhood”, the inner-city street culture, the “street culture of resistance”, offering an alternative space for autonomous personal dignity. Indeed the ‘deviant’ figures of the city, living in the city neighborhoods, and now and then emerging in the city’s ‘mainstream’ spaces, assert their voice and their right to the city (Lefebvre), seeking spatial justice (Soja). Drawing on Don DeLillo’s novels, in particular Cosmopolis (2003), Underworld (1997) and Mao II (1991), I will examine divisions in urban space in the capitalist metropolis; such neighborhoods as the South Bronx or the Tompkins Square Park in New York City – areas excluded from the ‘mainstream’ space, “unlinked to the usual services”; the city street as space of garbage, as site of resistance to the hegemony of capital, the backstreet art asserting the marginalized groups’ voice and urban existence; the personal spaces that street walkers create for themselves, defying any imposed direction, resisting and challenging the utilitarian layout of urban projects.

Birsel Matara

Reflections of Urban Transformation in Film and Photography

We observe the effects of time passing most clearly in changes occurring in the appearences of man and of places in which we live. The “lost civilization” phenomenon which allows us to determine the “new” for “the now” and enriches “the now” with the mysterious fantasies of the past has been treated in different ways in the processes of aesthetic transformation in photography. The world is represented with its city scapes, suburbs, streets, and people bearing the traces of civilization and time - the present time. There is no longer the resonances of nostalgia, nor the proud definitions of civilization - the marks of man. Places where the city dumps its garbage, construction sites, destroyed landscapes, roads and streets, hausing estates, sky-scrapers, crooked buildings and etc., all create the paradoxical city landscape. As the contemporary aesthetic studies show us, in order for an environment and its texture to exist the natural panorama is not sufficient. There is also a need to create a repository of images. Many films and photographic images that make up the pieces of social-cultural history are the visual documents of the  past and the present with their  typological interpretations of socio-cultural, geographical, ethnic, industrial and architetural structures. Changes and evolutions in urbans will be analyzed in various visual appoaches in the contexts of time, space, human, society and ideology. 

Rodica Mihăilă 

Healing the Nation, Memorializing Trauma: Ground Zero and the Critique of Exceptionalism in the Recent American Novel

Dana Mihăilescu

Negotiating Traumas via Cross-Cultural Urban Identity Configurations out of Grief: Outlook on Aleksandar Hemon’s The Lazarus Project

My paper analyzes Aleksandar Hemon’s 2008 novel, The Lazarus Project, featuring two Eastern European immigrants to Chicago, U.S., at different moments in time, and who are refugees from historical traumas – Bosnian Brik running from the 1992 Sarajevo siege and Jewish Lazarus Averbuch emigrating after the 1903 Kishinev pogrom. Despite the temporal gap, both immigrants confront the same discourse of American condescending exceptionalism and dominant myth of the rags-to-riches, immigrant success story characterizing the city of Chicago. Considering all this, I examine the book as a work underscoring the difficulty of dealing with urban norms of historical/structural traumas and practices of mourning but also suggesting the gain accompanying the perspective of displaced individuals in the city – the possibility to shift reductive frames of reference and open spaces of negotiation that hopefully allow better lives ahead. I argue that temporally multidirectional, cross-cultural configurations that come to define Eastern European immigrants’ life in U.S. cities throughout time suggest how a traumatized immigrant’s lens offers the possibility of solving the conundrum of responsibility beyond the past vs. present, death vs. life divide, as well as beyond the call to observe old cultural traditions at all costs vs. the assimilationist call of the mainstream host society, via an alternative Butlerian-like agent non-violent, critical, vigilant stance. The novel therefore proposes an ethical method to shape grieving (hi)stories via the important input of cross-cultural urban identity configurations that negotiate structural and historical traumas. 

Angelo Mitchievici

Metropolis Between Utopia and Dystopia: a Kafkaesque Vision in Brazil (Terry Gilliam)

Any utopia can be reduced ultimately to its architecture as it is proved from Jeremy Bentham’s Panopticon and Campanella’s City of the Sun to Kafka’s Castle. Any dystopia starts from the human rejection of this type of architecture, to a gradual immurement, the transformation of urban space in a complicated prison city. In this case, architecture is not only an urban one, but a human one, and I considered the interrelationship between the urban space and the human subject. I also analyzed the relationship between utopia and dystopia in terms of the imaginary in Kafka’s novels that Terry Gilliam’s film, Brazil (1985) highlights.
Lillians Violeta Negrea and Liliana Agache

Anglo-American Word Loan – a Challenge of Urban Linguistic Globalization

The present-day world-wide acknowledged that the linguistic phenomenon of vocabulary borrowings is explained by the recipient language in need to describe new extra-linguistic facts properly. The new vocabulary items make their quick way in the host language to meet its new needs and adapt themselves to it, more or less. But how strong is the need to borrow, and how often the Romanian recipient language gives up its own vocabulary items in favor to the foreign ones? The article makes reference to the impact that the Anglo-American word-loans have on the present-day urban oral Romanian language and to the cohabitation of parallel synonymous series. The authors raise questions on the scientific approach to classify the new bulk incoming vocabulary, their referential synonymous semantic features and to their time-limited life. 

Barbara Nelson

The New York City Ballet, Remapped

Darren Aronofsky’s  Black Swan  remaps  the world of ballet as it traces a New York troupe   in the throes of  reconfiguring one of its core texts, Tchaikovsky’s  Swan Lake.  The original story, as summarized by Thomas LeRoy (Vincent Cassel), the artistic director of the company is one of a young  girl who, imprisoned in the body of a white swan,  suffers and dies  having  lost her  prince  to a more sexually aggressive evil twin, the black swan.  A modern, stripped-down version is what Thomas proposes, a version in which both the white and black swan are played by the same person.  What ensues is a tale infused with the Gothic.   My presentation uses the  gothic theories of Diane Hoeveler,  a Penn State scholar who has written extensively on traditional and modern Gothic, both American and British, as the lens through to examine Aronofsky’s and Thomas’s revision.  According to her Gothic Feminism, the traditional gothic heroine is engaged in a “civilizing process” “to make the world safe for, middle-class women.” If successful, she wins “love and a home [and success] with a fatherly beast (libertine,) ritualistically tamed.”   The sexual threat of Aronofsky’s Gothic regards the omnipresent need to use sex as a power tool for   professional advancement, a presumption Nina Sayer (Natalie Portman), the principal star of the film, challenges.   In upholding her ideals, Nina has some success in subduing Thomas and “inscribing herself as the new matriarch” (215).   The film thus holds a “residual reminder” of gothic’s ideological underpinnings, namely, the idea “that the aristocracy will be painlessly absorbed by the bourgeoisie and that the bourgeoisie will be controlled by strong women” who have been given charge of the domestic front. However, as Hoeveler shows “victim feminism” which seems to underlie this scenario is much more complex than one first suspects. Black Swan presents a new visceral version of Tchaikovsky’s ballet which ends in post-modern indeterminacy. 

Costin-Valentin Oancea

Span(gl)ish: A New Language in the USA? Remapping the United States’ Linguistic Borders

Albeit there is a lack of empirical data, the view that Spanglish represents a specific type of language is quite widespread. One view is that the Latinos who reside in the United States and probably in Puerto Rico speak this “language” rather than “real” Spanish. Spanglish has its own logic and a logically explained origin (The United States’ border with Mexico). Spanglish has a clear communicative function; however, it can occur when one of the dialogue partners lacks a vocabulary item. It is important to keep in mind that the marginal status of Spanglish excludes Latinos who cannot speak English and don’t understand it and English speakers who don’t know Spanish or don’t understand it. The aim of this paper is to explain this phenomenon and see whether Spanglish is actually a language. We advance the hypothesis that Spanglish is an example of code-mixing and examine some of the opinions regarding this phenomenon.

Roxana Oltean 
Totalitarian Cityscapes in Transatlantic Memory 

This paper aims to read the maps of urban spaces chartered by Romanian voices in the U.S. and by exiled Romanian voices in the home country in order to identify ways that the city is perceived as a site of resistance, alienation, culture clash or cultural continuity. The narratives of trauma inscribed into the cityscape will also be considered, in an attempt to see the extent to which trauma can be a paradoxically life-forming experience in overcoming or in making sense of the experience of totalitarianism, disconnectedness or mourning at home and across the Atlantic.
Lucia Opreanu

The Urban Geography of Control: Dystopian Visions of the City

The paper aims to explore the way in which urban spaces are envisaged in several twentieth-century novels – Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World (1931), George Orwell’s 1984 (1949), Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 (1953) – and early twentieth-century cinema – more specifically, Kurt Wimmer’s Equilibrium (2002) – in order to attempt to identify not only the intertextual relationship between the ways in which the narratives in question map urban spaces but especially the extent to which the precise geometry of the city functions as a background for a social order characterised by a significant degree of control. The analysis will focus on details concerning architecture and infrastructure, the different relationships between the urban centre and the countryside / suburbs (successfully integrated in the consumerist scheme in Huxley’s novel but associated with elicit activities and the attempt to escape or even fight the rigours of the system in the other narratives mentioned) and the impact of oppressive spaces on human identity. 

Silvia Osman

The Absurd: (Re) Mapping the Stage

Imagine an extraordinary city where you have at every corner a theater, where every street turns into stage, every playground into a sketch and every park into a novel. Imagine then remapping this dreamlike city, each urban landmark of this highly sophisticated locale changing one day, under the magic wand of two main architects: Albert Camus and Samuel Beckett. The common element both authors share in their art revolves around the concept of the absurd: Camus defines it; Beckett brings fame to it by placing it under the limelight. The present paper explores the ways in which the absurd man described by Camus in his essays becomes the Sisyphus of art: the traits of the actor, the creator, the Don Juan, portrayed by Camus as prototypes of the absurd man, overlap over the characteristics of the characters populating the plays of Samuel Beckett. The paper identifies these specific characteristics, in an attempt to point out the ideal qualities of the actors bringing the absurd characters on stage and highlights the traits directors of the Theater of the Absurd share. Exploring in depth the interiority of the artist prone to create an absurd world in his work, we witness a remapping of the stage under his lead. 

Otilia Pacea

Je ne suis pas d’ici: A Corpus-Based Approach to Digital Urban Narratives

People have always been on the move, on the horseback or by jet aircraft, but with the collapse of communism in Europe followed by the end of the division between Eastern and Western Europe/United States, freedom of movement has fed the imagination and the action of individuals more intensely than ever before. With the advent of new media, of all computer-mediated genres, blogs appear to meet the needs of the people on the move in the most unexpected way. In this study, the expat blog defines midway between personal journal and thematic blogs - a hybrid blog subgenre. Formally, it contains the reverse-chronological internet publication of expatriate notes drawing on the experience before, meanwhile and after temporary or permanent urban relocation. Using computer-assisted corpus-based text analysis, I intend to  determine the linguistic dimensions of the digital remapping of the urban space as evidenced through the eyes/words of the expat bloggers who relocated either as American natives to European cities or as European natives to American cities. 
Cristian Panaite

Remembering Communism in Washington DC: Politics, Aesthetics, and Rituals in the Nation’s Capital


This presentation has at its core a number of public art works that recall the peril of communism in the heart of Washington DC, an urban space widely known as the city symbol for/of democracy. Washington DC provides us with the ultimate blueprint of physically mapping memory. As the popular saying goes that any great story needs a villain, the land of the free narrative is supported by communism, and nowadays terrorism, both springing from the same evil root if we are to follow the dedication of the Victims of Communism Memorial in DC in 2007 by George W. Bush. The handful of memorials related to communism in Washington DC including the aforementioned one, the Taras Shevchenko Memorial (1964), Tomas Masaryk Monument (2002), The Laogai Memorial Museum, the future Holodomor Memorial stand as great examples of the flexible nature of memory and its politicized nature. Connerton’s assumption that “when a nation feels itself to be no longer a place where history on a grand memorable scale is made, it turns inward to cultivate its memorials” has no place in the Federal District where non-American groups (subaltern) fight for prime location for their memorials, as close as possible to the National Mall, which they see as a way of having themselves acknowledged by the dominant group. The stories of these memorials from planning phases to unveiling offer us a glimpse at how memory is edited, shaped, contested, rejected or approved to fit not only a physical but also communal space. They are works that often have a threefold purpose: to rectify, commemorate, and celebrate. They allow us to create multiple readings of the spatial narrative, of the local and encourage us to address their open dialogical qualities that I would argue feeds from the stipulated lack of religiosity in form and function. 
Anca Peiu

(No) ”Citty upon a Hill”: Jefferson, Yoknapatawpha 

William Faulkner’s (dearly) beloved and (deeply) vulnerable town of Jefferson, Yoknapatawpha County, Mississippi, is no “Modell of Christian Charity”.  And yet – from the center of the map of Yoknapatawpha County, Mississippi, from the core of a network dense with tall tales, from the dusty plot of its graveyard, crammed with ghosts of lost glory – Jefferson makes every reader well aware of its significance.  Elusive yet all the more alluring, a true fata Morgana of the Old South dark desert – Jefferson, Yoknapatawpha County defends William Faulkner’s achievement as the tough citadel of an enduring, enigmatic diegesis. In Yoknapatawpha there is no first time for any character: they all loom about the doomed map, around its haunting main town, having been there already since year dot, still lingering when they are supposed to lie quiet in its obsessive cemetery. “Because the tragedy of life is, it must be premature, inconclusive and inconcludable, in order to be life; it must be before itself, in advance of itself, to have been at all.” It is the voice of Gavin Stevens, city attorney of Jefferson, alter-ego of William Faulkner, in The Town (1957) - a Yoknapatawpha book just five years before the writers’s death. Today, half a century since the maker’s death – as the self-proclaimed “sole owner and proprietor” – Jefferson, Yoknapatawpha County has given ever more meaning to the stories that put it on the map. 

Alina Popescu

Writing the Metropolis in P. Ackroyd’s Non-Fiction 

This presentation addresses the issue of the contemporary urban space in P. Ackroyd’s non-fiction, with focus on the city of London as a site of memory. In his fiction as well as in his non-fiction writing, Ackroyd plays with the spatial and temporal dimensions by permanently (re)mapping the urban boundaries. In his London. The Biography, Albion. The Origins of the English Imagination or Thames. The Biography, literature, history, geography and cultural studies blend in his approach to London and it is this interdisciplinary perspective that highlights its polymorphous nature.

Mihaela Precup

 “Let us forget walking men”: Levitation and Mourning in Collum McCann’s Let the Great World Spin

In Collum McCann’s 2009 novel Let the Great World Spin, the city of New York is an important participant in several performances of mourning whose intersecting point is the virtual meeting-place between a man and his pole as he is crossing the distance between the Two Towers on a tight piece of wire. This paper starts from McCann’s novel (itself based on Philip Pettit’s unforgettable feat of magic and levitation retold in his Man on Wire, but also in clear dialogue with Don DeLillo’s Falling Man and Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close)  to discuss the contribution this work makes to the larger conversation on post-traumatic reinactment and representation. At the same time, I am introducing what I call “levitation” as a stage in the public performance of trauma. 

Daniela Rogobete

Invisible Selves between Narrative Spaces and Physical Places in Paul Auster’s The New York Trilogy

This paper focuses upon the way in which Paul Auster uses space in an attempt to redefine the relationship between the urban selves that populate the novelas included in The New York Trilogy, the spaces they inhabit, their language and identities. Considered a touchstone for his later fiction, the trilogy initiates an epistemological investigation into the very heart of the metropolis and inaugurates  what is generally called the “anti-detective” genre. Using the image of the Tower of Babel as the perfect metafor to suggest the intersection of space and language, Auster comments upon the impossibility of communication, the failure of language and the “ghostification” of the self unable to negotiate its identity and freedom between the confined spaces of rooms, houses, institutions and the open space of the metropolis.  The result is a paradoxical inquiry into the nature of the “negotiable truth” of the experience of living in the city, of building identities, realities and texts.

Raluca Rogoveanu
Ellis Island: Stories of Trauma and Immigration 

The study aims to analyze and document the practices of private experiences of immigration as contained in the book “Island of Hope, Island of Tears” by David M. Brownstone, Irene M. Franck and Douglass Brownstone. The volume is a collection of stories about humiliation, pain and despair suffered in the name of hope and integrates the stories of trauma and survival of the early twentieth century immigrants to the United States having come from places like Armenia, Russia, Poland and Ukraine. Apart from being stories with immense emotional investment, such texts of trauma also bear witness to a complex political, social and economic context and this study aims to decipher the extent to which such contextual aspects determine the trauma and contribute to the construction of a migrant identity, emerging at the intersection of self-centered realities (personal loss, departure from familiar places, physical abuse and deprivation, starvation, nausea) and politically dependent factors, such as the passage of immigration-related legislation, the rise of the Eugenic movement and the American nativist rhetoric and the mechanism of social coercion enforced at Ellis Island.

Octavian Roske

Southern Cities under Siege: The Civil War Experience

General William Tecumseh Sherman believed in total  war, in destroying or appropriating everything that might help the enemy cause. “War is cruelty, and you cannot refine it,” he said. Before taking Atlanta he wrote his wife: “We have devoured the land… All the people retire before us and desolation is behind. To realize what war is one should follow or tracks.” His desire was to make southerners “fear and dread” the Union army. Since the war must also be waged in the minds of civilians, ”reduction to poverty,” Sherman asserted, always “brings prayers for  peace.” Therefore, the siege of Atlanta and his march to Savannah spread annihilation  and terror. In September 1864, two days after the Union army had conquered Atlanta, Sherman ordered the civilians to leave the town so that the place might be used for military purposes. Then he ordered his engineers to start “the destruction of all depots, car-houses, shops, factories, foundries, and on November 11, Union soldiers began to set fire to private buildings, especially residences. Early in January 1865 Sherman started to move northward, leaving behind  a “broad  black streak  of ruin and desolation – the fences all gone; lonesome  smoke stacks, surrounded  by dark heaps of ashes and cinders marking the spots where human habitations had stood.” 

Ilia Iankov Roussev 

Explaining Fast Ejections of Plasma and Exotic X-Ray Emission from the Solar Corona
Coronal mass ejections (CMEs) are the most energetic events in the solar system and can make near-Earth space a hazardous place. However, there is still no consensus as to what physical mechanisms are responsible for these solar eruptions. In this talk, we demonstrate a fundamental connection between the emergence of magnetic flux into the solar atmosphere and the formation of solar eruptions (Roussev et al., 2012, Nature Physics). We present a model of the dynamics of the solar atmosphere and inner solar wind region using a realistic representation of the electric field at the photosphere, calculated from flux-emergence computer simulations, as the boundary conditions. From this, we show how magnetic flux and helicity injection leads to the reorganization of the solar corona. We show evidence for the in-situ formation of a CME plasmoid, which is independent of the emerging flux tube, and we conclusively connect this process to the formation of a hot X-ray structure.  X-ray features on the Sun such as this are responsible for the heating of the Earth’s thermosphere and the atmospheric drag experienced by satellites.
Julia Sattler












Detroit, City of Possibilities: Constructing the Urban as Frontier

Detroit, it often seems, is the poster child of post industrialism: with its downtown ruins left behind by the industry, its large empty spaces and lacking density, its very visible decay, it has for the past decade or so been represented as a place not quite out of this world; the Fordist Dream in shambles, a Great American city gone awry, possibly on the way to its untimely disappearance. However, there is also a different story to be told of Detroit: It is a place for entrepreneurs, for artists, for the much-invoked Creative Class that has become such a popular topic in Urban Studies – short to say, for those who are seeking new chances in an environment where the path to the future is not yet fixed. According to this discourse, Detroit is a laboratory for urban re-invention, and a place of possibilities. In my talk, I am going to highlight the second dimension of Detroit’s media representation and discuss both, how its postindustrial urbanity becomes the new frontier, and how new ways and strategies of narrating the urban literally emerge out of the ruins of the Motor City. I will also briefly point out the similarities of these discourses to discourses of urban transformation in Germany’s Ruhr Region, where I am from.

Dumitru Drăgan and Dan Dragoș Sichigea
Impact of Harbour Delevopment on Newly Integrated Territories: Houston (United States)-Constanta (Romania) Comparative Study

In our study we want to show the similarties between two newly integrated territories – Texas and Dobrudja, which both were acquired by the U.S.A. and Romania respectively in the nineteenth century. We would underline the historical overview of both regions and cities (Houston and Constanta), which served as important harbour towns for the countries they represented. Both cities had a difficult time adapting to the changes needed in order to be integrated. We want to see how the harbour area influenced urban development at the beggining of the twentieth century. This was the time when the harbour areas began to expand and give these two cities their fame as major shipping outlets. Last but not least, we aim at analyzing how evolving into a metropolis is affecting the evolution of the city and its inhabitants. We will consider future developments in the light of globalisation and its impact on these two trade centers

Christoph Singer
Post-Apocalyptic Space and Identity in Cormack McCarthy’s The Road

A topos, repeatedly recurring in contemporary American fiction, is the inversion of everyday and mundane spaces, such as shopping malls, and apartments, into loci of terror and lethal threat (cf. the graphic novel/TV-series The Walking Dead, Suzanne Collin’s The Hunger Games, the movies The Book of Eli, I am Legend, Wall-E, Zombieland, et.al.) The paper on the apocalyptic cityscape in Cormack McCarthy’s novel The Road will focus on processes of (re-)mapping the American land- and cityscape in form of a quest. The quest of the novel’s protagonists, a father and his son, is a journey through the remnants of a annihilated civilization and will be read not only as a re-mapping of space, but, more importantly, as a re- creation of (American) identity. McCarthy represents a world of inversed spatial dichotomies, where the urban spaces that formerly represented safety, community, and progress are signifiers of the very opposite. The narrator’s close focalization on the two protagonists erases any notions of pre-existing surroundings and turns the vastness of the American continent into a claustrophobic space. To argue with geographer and philosopher Yu-Fi Tuan, ‘topophilia’, the love for certain places, is transformed into its opposite, ‘topophobia’. Ultimately, this paper  intends  to  illustrate  how  the  destruction  of  space  in  On  the  Road  also  renders impossible a linear understanding of time, reminiscent of Samuel Beckett’s absurdist play “Waiting for Godot”.

Edward Soja

The Spatial Turn in the Human Sciences
Over the past decade, there has been an unprecedented spread of spatial perspectives throughout the humanities and many of the social sciences.  Scholars from many different disciplines have begun to explore the spatial dimensions of their subject matter in much the same way they have traditionally viewed them from a historical perspective.  I will trace this transdisciplinary spatial turn back to the work of Henri Lefebvre and Michel Foucault after the Paris uprising of May 1968 and will bring it up to date with a discussion of the contemporary revival of ideas about the right to the city and the stimulus of urban agglomeration.

Nicoleta Stanca

Urban Irish America in Popular Press at the Turn of the Twentieth Century

Beginning 1840s, the humour magazine Puck suggested that New York’s immigrant ghettos were overbrimming with Irish dynamiters. The images that associated Irish newcomers with crime, drunkenness, sexual looseness, thievery, violence, desire for power, stigmatizing them as undesirable, led to an early overall picture of messy urbanism which disrupted the idyllic American dream. It was convenient to scapegoat an ethnically different other, so the Irish-American community at the end of the nineteenth century served the purpose. This case was especially illustrated by the obedient young Bridget and nationalist old Biddy series of cartoons in American popular magazines, such as Harper’s, Puck and Munsey’s. Cartoonists drawing for these magazines appropriated the British simian stereotype of the Victorian age to create negative stereotypes of Irish-American urban poor depicted as dirty, ignorant, abusive, violent, target of mockery, yet teller of jokes. Interestingly, as Biddy may have been in charge of the American kitchen, the Irish were in charge of American urban politics. In the 1880s, Irish-born personalities were elected for the position of mayor of New York and Boston, thanks to the strong links between the Catholic hierarchy and Democratic politicians. Though late nineteenth century representations of the Irish in America seem to have reinforced the sense of the ethnic other, the Irish started assimilating probably due to the triad of language, religion and politics.     

Gene Tanta
Lost and Found: American Hipsters as Urban Excess

 

What does it mean to be hip? It means to be urban, wired, social, to occupy the latest spaces, to perform the most contemporary habits according to a precise code. If being hip means being urban, multinational, vanguard; does being unhip mean being rural, nationalistic, parochial? Speaking about downtown Los Angeles on BBC2 in the early 1990s, Dr. Edward Soja mentions how postmodern architecture can manifest as the feeling of de-centeredness quickly followed by a desire to submit to authority, any authority. How does this desire to find your center relate to the desire to lose your center? More specifically, how do the hardships of feeling lost play out in contemporary American poetry? Recently, Swedish-American poet Johannes Goransson has suggested a link between the hipster and an excessive aesthetic on Montevidayo, his popular blog: “The hipster lets the art become excessive, lets art become “graffitiesque” (ie when art takes over the space of the everyday).“ Perhaps hipster poets like Goransson, Ariana Reines, Sean Kilpatrick, and others, as practitioners of excessive aesthetics, offer useful responses to the moral-relativism articulated by postmodern urban spaces. Perhaps art is still that thing that helps us conceive of getting lost as an adventure.

Adelina Vartolomei

A Brave New/Old World? The Founding of Cities in Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God, Walker’s The Color Purple, and Morrison’s Beloved
In Zora Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching God, Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, and Toni Morrison’s Beloved, there is a search for identity as well as rootedness which is acquired through the founding of new cities/communities. However, one will see that while attempting to escape the violence and the terror to which they were submitted, the protagonists find themselves trapped in a similar system which is far from race biased. Is it a matter of simulation and reproduction of the previous surrounding reality or specific to human nature? Calvin Hernton states that even though slavery had been abolished, the system was propagated with men as masters and women as slaves. This problem was/is existant in Africa too as described in Bitter Fruit by Achmat Dangor, for instance, or Alice Walker’s Warrior Marks: Female Genital Mutilation and the Sexual Blinding of Women. This brave new world has also been described as a cage or a Babylon by Malcolm X in his autobiography and Ralph Ellison in the Invisible Man. Nevertheless, my paper will focus on the perspective of the three African American women writers mentioned above as it will include a racial as well as a gender dimension. 

Ruxandra Vidu

Zero Net Energy Community at UC Davis West Village

UC Davis West Village is the largest zero net energy community in the United States. This 130-acre development is designed to be the home for 3,000 people and to generate electricity, mainly from solar energy, to cover the energy it consumes. On site power generation is mainly provided by photovoltaic panel mounted on building roofs and parking lots. Additional measures to ensure the achievement of zero net energy include energy-efficiency measurements to help decrease the energy consumed by 60%. UC Davis West Village project is a diversified used community that includes 662 apartments for students, 343 single-family houses for staff and faculty and 42,500 square feet of retail space. It will also be the home to the Sacramento City College’s Davis Center and the UC Davis’ first uHub, an incubator for innovation in sustainability. This ambitious project is the first attempt to develop a zero-net community on the scale of UC Davis West Village.  The success of this development will encourage other entities or partnerships to develop similar sustainable communities.

Eduard Vlad

Remapping Urban Space in the Pre-Countercultural Age: Lowell and Pynchon

The presentation discusses two memorable, unexpected artistic renditions of urban space associated with two emblematic American cities: Boston and New York. The two texts are Robert Lowell’s poem “For the Union Dead” and Thomas Pynchon’s novel V., two literary pieces that contribute in special ways to  redefinitions of American identity at a time when ‘extra-literary’, real urban space witnesses a significant exodus of sections of the white urban middle-class out of the centers of the cities towards the suburbs (the new, affordable Levittowns) or to more privileged gated communities. To this context, Lowell’s and Pynchon’s texts add other important overtones. 

Florian Andrei Vlad

Urban Dystopia in 21th Century American Cinema

The 21st century has seen a dramatic increase in the visibility and popularity of what one might call post-apocalyptic culture (encompassing cultural forms ranging from more established media like literature and film to less traditional ones like body art or video games). Within this broader context, I focus on contemporary American cinema that employs the trope of apocalyptic contagion, and I examine the use of quarantine as both a plot device and a metaphor for the “spaces of exception” which theorists such as Zygmunt Bauman and Giorgio Agamben argue formß the dominant paradigm of Western political culture. 

Maria Zirra

Nesting Dolls That Don’t Fit: Performing the 1991 Crown Heights Riots in Anna Deavere Smith’s Fires in The Mirror
In the wake of the 1991 riots in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, Anna Deavere Smith recorded a series of interviews with African American and Jewish residents, activists and community figures about the causes and ramifications of the riots. These are then performed by Smith as a one woman show series of monologues aimed at showing that “the American character lives not in one place, but in the gaps between places, and in our struggle to be together in our differences” (Smith xii). My paper will analyze structures of victimization and group memory in Crown Heights as a contested site of traumatic memory for both the Hasidic Jewish community and the Afro-Carribbean community discourses from the perspective of Michael Rothberg’s theory of “multidirectional memory”. I am particularly interested in the relation between small specific urban micro-communities and their “instant” connection to major inherited trauma as both the memory of the Holocaust and that of Afro-American Slavery are invoked to explain the origins of the conflict. What happens when two or more traumatic memories come into violent contact and also what gets lost in translation when the Holocaust or Slavery are invoked in such a context. While the frequent appeal to ideas of exclusivity and uniqueness seem to contradict Rothberg’s assumption that memory is inherently comparative, they also unwillingly expose the specificities of urban memory, the creative and often incongrous interpretation of the past and even the unexpected acts of empathy that might surface in the midst of a violent conflict. Smith’s interesting acting technique and the plurality of perspectives which seem unwillingly related give the viewer a sense of the complexity of the conflict and the many types of truth involved in a single active site of memory such as Crown Heights.
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· You can travel from and to Bucharest Otopeni Airport by bus 780 or taxi. The bus reaches Bucharest North Train Station. Make sure you buy a ticket before getting on the bus. 

· If you choose to travel by TRAIN from Bucharest to Constanta, you should know that the return ticket costs about 30 euro/120 ron. The schedule should be available at http://www.cfr.ro/. Make sure it is the autumn schedule! 

· You may also travel to Constanta by BUS.  The terminus in Bucharest is close to the North Train Station, (Str. Baldovin Parcalabul Nr. 2, behind the Ministry of Transport); in Constanta you will arrive at the train station, from which you can take a bus or a taxi (see below). Buses usually leave to and from Constanta every 45 minutes and take 3 hours and 30 minutes to arrive. 

· Train and bus tickets are usually available, without previous reservations.

The conference venue will be Ovidius University Library, which is situated next to the Ovidius University - the Old Building (Bd. Mamaia Nr. 124), close to the hotels suggested as accommodation options.

To reach the conference venue or the hotels, you may take a taxi (about 10 RON = 3 euros) from the railway station to the hotel. Make sure that you opt for one of the following taxi companies: ‘Romaris’ (phone number: 0241 690000), ‘Sageata’ (phone number: 0241 638000), ‘General Taxi’ (phone number: 0241 617844). Please avoid taking any private taxi parked in front of the train station! Another option is Bus no. 40, which leaves from the railway station and has a stop in front of Ovidius University-the Old Building (Bd. Mamaia Nr. 124).   
Megalos Hotel ***

Hotel address: Bb. Mamaia Nr. 155, Constanta, Romania

Tel: +40 241 480091

Fax: +40 241 480092

Mobile: +40 730 070 115

Web: www.megalos.ro
Email: hotel@megalos.ro
Facebook: Hotel MeGalos

Cora Hotel **

Hotel address: Bd. Mamaia, Nr. 201, Constanta, Romania

Tel/ Fax: +40 241 / 555 575

Mobile:   +40  730 09 88 81 

Web: www.hotel-cora.ro
Email: hotelcora@yahoo.com
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The Romanian Association for American Studies -

RAAS (www.raas.ro)

The Romanian Association for American Studies is an academic, non-profit association dedicated to the study and promotion of American culture and society in Romania. Its members (university staff, researchers, graduate students) are involved in teaching, conducting research and publishing in all areas of American Studies as well as in supporting cooperation and intercommunication between Romanian, European and American scholars of the United States from a large variety of disciplines.

President: Professor Adina Ciugureanu, Department of English and American Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University

  

Vice President: Dr. Roxana Oltean, Faculty of Foreign Languages, Department of English, University of Bucharest

Secretary: Dr. Ludmila Martanovschi, Department of English and American Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University
Treasurer: Dr. Ileana Jitaru, Department of English and American Studies, 

Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University
The 2012 RAAS – Fulbright Conference

Remapping Urban Spaces – American Challenges

October 4-6, 2012

Ovidius University Library

(126 Mamaia Blvd.)

Constanța, Romania

Director: Professor Adina Ciugureanu
RAAS President

Organizing committee:



Ludmila Martanovschi

Ileana Jitaru

Nicoleta Stanca



email: raas.conference@yahoo.com
� See, i.e. the appropriation of the concept of possible worlds and the use of the literary work of Raymond Williams from David Harvey (1996) in his seminal Justice, Nature and the Geography of Difference, or to some extent the work of the Ghent Urban Studies Team (1999).





